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for the Nazis as
vian political
. didH;ltgunthssenhausnsk

ife by furtively aiding her captives
and eventually saving 1,200 of them_

‘HB.M WLWMMWW s
I mmles"‘Didyoumthavea'

.I . lull\

.burgeoning Na-  brothers and me to values that revered life,” she
to'speak ‘The 16-year-old  says. “They read often to us from the works of Al-
Hitl efore, and in her * bert.Schweitzer. When my father was ill with Par-
: a.Joudness of his -— kinson's- disease, we took turns walking with him

A d:dyoudoit"andal-
ﬂmlm, Whyd:dn'tothusdoxt"'l‘tme'sm
length exphmtion.lthdtobedone.outofcom Hﬂ

; Lconvmcg.:_She _along the Elbe River. There he would tell us how
byt 12 -is:a- psychotic!™ "~ important it was to form opinions and to have the
% l.eache:’{’ gaye theesay an A. But lessithan . courage to stand by them, that people have a con-
two months,,later.vaiter Hitler became chancellor, science and choices.”
: " criticisn. ofsthe Nazis and their leader had become '~ * There was something else behind her refusal to
verboten, and even a teen-age girl could meet with make the salute. Immediately after Hitler’s elec-
framed and " trouble for showing defiance. " tion on Jan. 30, 1933, the Nazs had removed Julius
room wall, are t.he only war- ~ . The new government had mued an order: When  Zassenhaus from his headmastership of a city-run
house. -« - -a teacher entered a classroom; the-students had to  Hamburg high school for girls. Because he was well
hobbyof collecting .stand, raise their right-arms-in- salute and shout —known'in the town for his democratic beliefs and
‘ 974 nominee for  “Heil Hitler!"-The first morning that the new order  his books on religion and ethics, two black-shirted
€ - SAYS, "Obwously they_have _took-effect,-young-Hiltgunt-was-the only-student in - men from the SS (Schutzstaffel), the dreaded Nazi
"been’in a'real waro?nyway. I would rather:  her class to refuse. Her teacher, the same one who  security force, had come to the Zassenhaus home.to
peace.”

E’

thegéonect memorabilia had admired the anti-Hitler essay, told the girl she take him to jaiL but demurred when they saw how
Dr. Zassenhaus, the war began in late 1932.  would be wise to comply with the salute order. sick he was.
. Oneof hermahsdml teachers assigned her to at- - That evening Hiltgunt, a pame that in old Ger.—“So_they-settled for-taking-his-job-away from—
end-a-massrally-ne her—hmnem"oiﬂamr{—'m_a'n means “struggle,” discussed the dilemma with  him,” Hiltgunt Zassenhaus says.
her parents, Julius and Margret: They told her she On the second day of the salute order, the school
~ Patrick Ercolano is a features reporter for would have to make up her own mind. 7~ principal stopped by the room to see that every stu-
The Evening Sun. “From the start, my parents exposed my three  dent — and one in particular — paid due homage to
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Photo laken by a Red Cross worker In 1943 shows Dr. Zassenhaus with Scandinavian prisoners.

This, she realized, was her opportunity to fight ~prisoners. ! .
the Nazis in a wa; t went farbeyond-a-school-——She-started-to-sneak-medicine; particularly-vita<————
girl’s refusal to salute Hitler. : mins, to the prisoners after hearing her anatomy
-t Instead of deleting passages from the letters, she professor apologize to his students for the scrawny
e scribbled messages in the margins. “Send food,” she corpses they had been working on in class —
DAV AR —yrguld -writer clothing:* Laterletters, corpses; he sald casually, that came from Nazi con-—
oAy i psent to Poland, con- centration camps. ,
aus that her secret Carrying the supplies in bulging suilcases, she
g walked right past the armed guards. She explained
was ol etters written by  to them that the cases contained her personal pos-
candinavianss—mostly=authors,- journalists-and-—sessions. In.case of-an-air raid, she-would say, she
7 professors — who had been imprisoned'in German wanted to be able to get awa{ with all her things.
—camps-for-working-agai occupation-of — How_did a young, soft-spoken woman.of small
gh the “ Norway. and ‘Denmark’ physical stature manage to dupe the Nazis with
‘messages asking for help g hope. * " such apparent ease?
The Germans decided in the spring of 1943 that . . “Simple enough: They feared ‘'me,” Dr. Zassen-
N~ the Scandinavian' political prisoners could receive haus says. “True, the guards and the officials in
N astic, even if = visits from clergymen, and that young Miss Zassen- . these camps were very sternt and authoritarian, but
it was 'a pretty-juvenile thing to do. I'just-did haus' would supervise these visits. Write down any- I was above them in rank because I worked for the
~ want to budge for the Nazis” " =1 57 " " thing you hear. that sounds suspicious, she was told, De%rgnent of Justice. . - :
. She smiles when she describes the scene. “Every~ "and make certain thatno one prays or reads from: . at's not what frightened them the most,
*— one screamed.-I-was rushed to a doctor, and from  the'Bible during the'visits:™===0 = ~though. You see, they couldn’t even imagine that
% then on, they left me alone.” % 0 . Just shy of her 27th birthday, she was being any ordinary young woman could have a post like
~“For-seven mare years, in fact, she was left alone —handed a more resposible role inside the Nazi goy- mine, 5o they concluded that I was Gestapo. Every-
_ while earning a degree in Scandinavian languages ernment. Now she would baveithe chance to do one feared the Gestapo, and naturally they feared

~ " Would she.or-wouldn't she? -

from the University of Hamburg and taking medi- ' even more for the:enemies of ber homeland — even _me. )
cal classes at the same institution. Then the Depart-' if it meant putting herself at greaterrisk. ~ ~ __ “Make no mistake, I was afraid of them, too. I
—— ment of Justice summoned he vith a ioh — "a spe-—— —Aboul 1 et WWAWM_Wghrmve_heam_mmemg T

= cial assignment” they called it. Because of her. first they were suspicious of Miss Zassenhaus, but from an informer inside one of the prisons 1 visited.
.. degree in an uncommon field of study, the Gerrnans  when they found that she had written the messa But I always tried to make the authorities more
assigned her to censor mail written by Jews in Pol-  in their letters, they warmed to hen_[.aterﬁ )
ish ghettos to friends and relatives in Scandinavia.: smuggled food, medicine and writing supplies to the Continued on Next Page
- - S o T :
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Zassenhaus
Continued from Page 9

atraxdofmelhan[wasofﬂ}emlf
they asked me a probing question, I
would turn it around and thém an
even more probing question, as if to
sa?f_. ‘How dare you doubt the Gesta-

“It was a continuous game. I was
like an actor playing a part.

The part “included saying “Heil,
Hitler!” to every Naz official she en-
‘countered. Refusing to say it, as-she
had done in her school days,.would on-
ly make her appear susmmmSoshe
wouldrmseherhandandlr)nrgnal
-similar-soundin phrase ter”
— in English,

‘1 “An’ insignificant pomt. “she ad-
“mits, “but at the time,"it" made me ,
feel better.”

During the war, she met with
aboutl2000ftheﬂwusancbo!prmz-

ery prisoner she saw, especially not-
ing when someone was moved from

would turn out to be crucial
As a rule she commuted to the
camps from her family’s home in
Hamburg. Her father had died a few
earlier, so with .her three
rothers at war, Hiltgunt lived with
her mother. However, they were
| forced by official order to share their
house with strangers after Allied

"hauses had to be careful of what they -
said and how loudly they said it; they
would leam later that one-of their -
. was informing the GGSt.apo

ut another boarder. Even when
working at home on the prisoners'
letters, Hiltgunt Zassenhaus would
~lock herself-in-herroom for fear of

;W‘queshecameacmssa iece of

4 w.-._,__-,_ -wtuch a—prisoner—

yi three words, all in capital
s UAM: ALIVE!" He had writ-
theanessage just after learning he
BN._senienced “to-death-b [he

2 in reted the short letter
t declaration of -
thg.taceo th. The prisoner, -

‘"existence than he ever had before be-
cameitsmdwasmthm sight. .
Slmﬁnrl Dr. Zassenhaus says, this
-of periomung urgent duty un-
“der* such dang circumstances
was when she has felt most alive in
‘her life. %«
~“It- wasn't merely because a bomb
r|-mnddr0ponyouandkﬂlyouatany
| time,” but" because ew: in the-
world, both the good and d, be-
came more . obvious,” she explama
moment. every sensation, ev- -1h
"so-vibrant and real”
Wi!h the sense of danger came
what she calls “an i ible free-
dom.”
“It was a feéling I achieved by fo-
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ers in 54 mmsiam Germany. For__
made.a record of ev-

_|_one_camp to another. These:.records |
bombs had leveled much of Hamburg. |

I~ In their own home, the Zassen-

} bemgfound out by, someone in the 'I'.

1 *she believed, felt'more aware of-his——Wait to get

cusing mlmely on the prisoners and
trying as hard as I could to put fear

- from my mind,” she says. “Also I car-

ried a gun, which my position entitled
me to do. If I had caught, 1
would have used the gun to kill my-

“self. Having the power to end my life

anytime I chose made me feel free.”

The possibility of using the gun on
herself loomed larger as the war
dragged on and she continued taking
risks to help the prisoners. On three
occasions, she was called into the Ge-
stapo office in Hamburg. Each time
she went in wondering whether she
would be arrested. But she was asked
only about her prisoners or the board-
ers at her house,

Early in 1945 the Nazis gave Miss
Zassenhays her t scare. The ad-

ministrator of ‘a: prison outside Dres-
den rebuked her for not transcribing
and translating her conversations
with the men there and for allowing
the Bible to be read. .
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i d-put—Dr. Zassenhaus' book has been trans-~

lated into 10 languages.

“I'll ‘notify Berlin,” he screamed,
adding-that-he would report her di-
nectly tn Gestapo chief Heinrich

left rison. Rather than
plckexup by the Nazs, she
to escape via the under-
of what she called the “hidden
y,” the network of resistance
fighters inside and outside the govern-
ment. One of the insiders, for exam-
ple, was the head of a Naz prison for
women, the daughter of a Elamb
shipping agent who provided her w:th
many of the supplies she smuggled in-
to the prisons.
" But she was probably saved, ironi</
- cally, by the destruction of Dresden.
‘The Allied fire-bombing of the Ger-
man city started soon after her meet-
ing with the prison administrator,
who, in the subsequent chaos, appar-
ently failed to follow through on his
threat to report her.

made



~ The end of the war was near, and ladyholdmgthetomh.thesmmeof

i Zassenhaus. “To
me, it mrchnfenhghtenment.

: untoldthmmandsoipohbm.lpmmnas Alsn.lhadseenwomuchml‘h:rope.l'

_mGermanywmﬂdbeexeculedon had

y X, an imminent date that was

o . She was the last member of her
knowno:ﬂytoh:gh—ranhngotﬁcxals. family to emigrate to America. The
Count Folke Bernadotte, the a’w
dentoftheSwedishRedCross,m illfried,

about Day X and sent an urgent mes-.
sage to Himmler, who had attended
college with the count. Count Berna- -
dotte asked for the release of all.the
Scandinavians in the camps in Ger-.
many. Himmler agreed to the re-
'quest,butsmdhehadmlﬁeawhere
every captive, specifically every
Scandmav&n. was held. If you
- want them, he said, go them.
EnterHﬂtguntZamhausandher_
- records’ of her 1,200 Scandinavian
w She learned of Day "X
ugh her underground connections,
~ and through them sent her meticulous
hﬁl of the Scandinavians™ where-
ho uts to Bernadotte. Within days
""Red Cross buses pulled up to the
Elistedmherrecords.anddro\re

b

a'Z

00 to safety in Denmark.

Dachameaweeklater The po-
litical prisoners-left-behind in Germa- |
fny were put on boats that were sent
‘“Iarouttoseaa.ndthensunkby the

Every. moment, every
ensation, everything
.became sO vlbrant and.
QB e TR

Hlliguni Zassenhaus
m.az’:s?‘.",‘No ‘one knowsiorﬁgxm éhow_-
» many, were killed on Day X,* Dr. Zas-- |
senham}gys.ﬁ‘ﬁ‘but- it was‘thomands;g"_ '
“and Mmmmnm;% BiEe
a reba 1:‘
 German orphans. The

hero:cstory Dr. Ambersontoldherto .

* look him up in Baltimore when she |

~— finished her program at Copenhagen.

o Takngr Ambersonuponhlso[-

. fer, Hiltgunt came’to Baltimore in

1957, He helped her land a residency

~1957). He a

‘at City Huspata]. where she stayed
nrougn n.. DEe10re 0'4- %

— private.

“IwantedtncometotheUmted
~ States because during the dark years
- orthewarlfocmedonthexdeaofme
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ﬁmtmmewar.lmthermher.
her oldest brother, Gunther
(now a private intermist in Los An-
geleS), and her oldest brother, Hans (a
gm!essor of mathematics at Ohio

te University), had previously and

.separately left Eurol .guflor the same

reason — too much.”
After her arnval in Baltimore, Hilt-

g\mt,whohasneverman'ied,shared

_her home with her mother until Mar-

gret Zassenhaus' death ‘at age 77 in

For the last 20 years, Dr. Zassen-
haus has been on the staff of the
Greater Baltimore Medical Center.

Continued on Next Page




“Hitler came to power not because the.German -

people had certain convictions but because they

had none. ... The economy was bad, so they

slmply threw up theirhands. ...

Dr. Hiltgunt Zassenhaus

Zossenhoﬂs g ‘
Continued from ane 11

She alsokee]n' a public speak-
er and as a f the board of .

directors of Baltimore Federal Finan-"
_cial and the Baltimore County Medi-
cal Society, the board of trustees of
Roland Park Country School and the
Maryland Humanities Council.

But it is her medical practice, she
says, that is a continuation of her
work against the Nazis. “The J:;}:opie I
treat now are in pain for diff;
reasons, but it is still pain. To me it's
all the same body of work, except it
was 1llegal to help peOple during Lhe
war.”

Dr. Zassenhaus has written two
books about her wartime iences,
“Halt Wacht im Dunkel” (“On Guard

mlthe&eme she warns, free
people m against i rance
andpmdxﬂerence s o i

“That's how Hitler happened,” she
says. “Any society has many good
people but they can become very in-
different to what's going on around
them. And then you have a few evil
people who manage to take advan-
tage of that indifference. Hitler came
to power not because the German
people had certain convictions but be-
cause they had none.

“There were many fine people in
- Germany who went along with the
Nazis. The economy was bad, so they
simply threw up their hands and said,
‘What can we do? Der Fuehrer must

in' the Dark") in 1948, and “Walls” know-something-we-don’t-know.-Let«

"Beacon Press) in 1974.

latters international publication
pmmpl’.ed her Nobel Peace prize
nomination by the Norwegian govern-
ment. Her story has also been told in
a 1980 British documentary, “It Mat-
tered To Me,” which recently aired on
Maryland Public Television and is
scheduled to be shown again on MPT
- this winter.

him take care of the problems.' How
many times do you hear people say,
‘Washington knows something we
don't know. Let them handle it.’
“That certainly isn't to imply that
the people in our government are Hit-
lers by any means, but we citizens
have to guard against this type of in-
dxffen:nce which is a Hitler of the.

“The memories are very much
alive,” she says. “They never die. I
have to live with it but I'm not going
to die about it. Still; I buy extra items

- of food at the market, just as we did
during the war, because the experi-
ence was burned into me.

struction in my life, but I have also

®{ with Christmas presents. To enjoy life - me. But they didn't. I'm " still “alive,
~|-completely, we have to.open-up-all-—and that fact alone proves the great
B “I.hcse presents.®. ~ human quality of those men.” ]
+|{7 Dust BOWI m?traecome and gone in their
=11 Sometimes | feel the souls of the peggrs oane)
L K e 01‘{’ people the dust bowl greater than us all ‘
| |+ nising out of the earin the yellow-faced children
i OSthe wind blows Ihe dust streaked with dirt I
°l Weé?r'; the blood filing my and joy revealing their belly-but- |
- . . tons '
e "5‘?” fodhe musiciin-my finger- naked in the air by the car r
iPs where the people |
know that |lam on old man and - sionped to rest... hot day.... Iong |
~father to be jouney :
the sp;ms dwell in the mouths of taking waler from an old sweet |
uitars ;
;___&JE#OR—GH—OIG-HGHWIEGG—"_L ———Hais Schiff — L T
and listen to it tell in {
tales of see-saw Md saw o Bmoﬂmk llyn.xs MN.Y. is'a poet living i l
12 SEPTEMBER 22:1985 + ;- ,

-seen that it can be overcome. That's

‘gives me hope. [ learned from the
wan that life, especially in a free and

| .ll g ul counu'y Suc.h as ﬂle Umled

ates, is like a large table covered

hat: keeps-me-going every day and

Of the 1,200 Scandinavian prison-
ers she hel save, about 600 are
still alive. When Dr. Zassenhaus talks
about them — “my prisoners,” she
fondly calls them — she smiles
warmly and her eyes grow muisty.

“We write to each other quite of-

|____“Lhave seen-so-much-death-and de-—ten;" she—says“Manyof "them “are™

government officials in their coun-
tries, so they come to Washington on
business every once in a while, and
we'll get together.

“My God, I was so fortunate Any
of the prisoners could'have cracked or
taken a bribe and then informed on




